* 


— | 1 3 2 
W 
0 ODEs 


N * "TV nenn 999 2 


— 5 
9 * 
* h 


ä BY bb net ib ads. ot eds St rt rt eat 4 
* 17 a& F , * N 
+" 1 * 5 7 » 7 5 


- 


\ 


RMO 


2 
o 


SE 


.- 


BLOOD's 


MR 
ELECTION 


* 
TR... 
% 
oa 
„ 
* 
_ 


. % 
© 


SERMON. I 
PREACHED BEFORE A 


TE HONOR ABLE LEGISLATURE 


OF THE 


state of Vermont 3.4 
CONVENED AT „ 
RUTLAND, OBober 11th, 1798: 


BEING THE DAY OF, 


General Election. 


PRINTED BY ORDER OP TE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. | 


BY CALEB BLOOD, 
PASTOR OF A r rief CHURCH IN 1 — 


PRINTED AT RUTLAND BY ANTHONY HASWELL. | 
| #3 


/ 


wr 
4 E 
my 1 
rr ͤ⁰ . ¼ůmu—ñ—]ͤ OOT__—_ 
7 Þ 
2 


* _- 6ͤ—— —-— 


9 


* ads add 


— 


er —— . n * * 


3 N 


I * r 
** 


a. Zac. Soft 


= 


In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, October rath, 1792» 
RESOLVED, That Mefirs, Emmons, Alx EN and I. SMiTH, 
be a committee to wait on the reverend Mr. BLOOD, to return him 


the thanks of this Bauſe, for his ELEC TIN SERMON, delivered 
yelierday, and ws copy of the ſame for the preſs, 


Atteſt, 8 b 
RICHARD WHITNEY, C:rzx/ 


In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, October 19th, 1792. 


' RESOLVED, That the Committee appointed to wait on the reverend 


Mr. BLOOD, with the thanks of this Houſe, for his ELECTION 


SERMON, and requeſt a copy of the ſame for the preſs, —be a com- 
mitte to procure thres hundred _ thereof to be net: | 


teeſt. 
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Ele Sion Sermon. 


ECCLESIASTES iii, 15. 


THAT WHICH HATH BEEN, Is NOW ; AND THAT. 
WHICH Is TO BE HATH ALREADY BEEN; AND 
GOD REQUIRETH THAT WHICH 18 PAST. 


T is hard to find a more complicated charat- 
ter, in all the annals of time, than that of 

Solomon, The firſt part of his life preſents us 

with the greateſt inſtance of human ſagacity, and 


wiſdom, joined with a ſpecial regard to religion | 


and virtue, but a ſecond part was filled vp with 
luxury and wickedaeſs. : 
Tux juſt portrait we have of this:comples 
character, not only exhibits the impartiality ef 
the ſacred hiſtory; but is joined with a diſplay 
of infinite wiſdom, | 
God in his all wiſe banc Saile + 
to the very ſummit ot worldly glory, There 
way ſcarce a ſingle thing in all the rich  variefy 


of nature's garden, but he might pertake of at 


his pleaſure, But alas! inſtead of improvieg - 4 
the mercies he had to the glory of that God from 
whom they came; he laid the reins on che neck 
of his luſts, and gave a looſe to almoſſ every vain 
deſire. This conduct of Solaman appears ths 


more exceedingly criminal, when we coaſidet %s 


exaled ſtation in life, which gave n nee ö 


Influgnce 000g men, 
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| „ 
Ir pleaſed the Lord however to magnify the 
infinite riches of his grace, in making this cele- 


brated king of Iſrael, a true penitent for all his 


fin, This occaſioned bim to write the book, of 
which the words now read are a part. This in- 
deed contains as ful}, and ample a confeſſion as 
any we ſhall find extant upon earth. 

By this means the Lord has graciouſly left a 
ſacred record, a ſtanding monitor to the world. 
By which we are aſſured, that however great our 
abilities, however high our attainments in wiſ- 
dom and knowledge ; or if we are raiſed to the 
ſummit of worldly honor and riches, yet that 
we are poor, fallible, changing creatures, whol- 


ly dependant on him that made us. By this we 


are aſſured that all plans and ſyſtems, founded ia 
human wiſdom, however we may think them 


placed on a ſute baſis, or arranged with the 


greateſt cohetence; yet they are ſubject to er- 
ror, 


Ir is often that the turning of but one leaf 


in the book of divine providence, makes us ſen- 


fable, that the firmneſs of their foundation, is 
not ſufficient to diſſipate our fears; or prevent 
the diſappointment of our moſt ſanguine expec- 


| tations, Well did the prophet ſay, Ifaiah ii. 22 


Ceaſe from man, whoſe breath is in bis noftrils : 
for wherein is be go be accounted of. Again Plalms 
xxxix, 5. Verily every man at bis beſt eſtate, is al- 
'Fopetber vanity, This king of Iſtael, deeply ſenſi- 


| ble of this humilaating truth and the madnels of 


his own fin and folly while he anticipated the 
11 e ſcene 


e I 
ſcene of trouble that muſt come upon his fami- 
ly and ſubjets by his means; was led, in our 
context, particularly to warn others of the 
changing, fluctuating ſtate, of all, men and 
things, in this ſinful world: and of the great ? 
neceſſity of cur engroſſing in our affections lome. 
ſuperior objects for delight. „ 4 

Roving in his thoughts, through the wild 
0 confuſion, of a ſinful world; he at length 
* found the defired object, (viz.) The ſyſtem 
_ of God's unchanging government, and the glory 
of his charaQer Giſplayed therein, for the good 
of being. Like the dove of Noah, he here 
found an ark of reſt. Here he had found a 
ſyſtem that could ſuffer no change. I Hes. 
ſans he, verſe 14th. That whatſcever God doth is 
Hall be forever: nothing can be put to it, nor any | 
thing taken from it: and God doth if that m 
fhould fear: before bim. | 1 
FukrhRER to expreſs his views, of its un- 
changing ſameneſs, he makes uſe of the words 
of our text. That which halb been is nom; and 
that which is to be hath alrtad been, and God, r 
quireth that which is paſt. 5 5.26 wpvrys' 
ls facred paſſage, thereſore, affords us this 
ion! coniolating docttine; (viz.) that that eter= 
nal rule of righteouſneſs, contained in God's 
moral government, and the ground of our ace 
ceptauce with him, is ſo infinitely perfect, and 
fo well {uited io the capacities, and citcumſtau- 
ces Of his Creatures, on every occaſion, that it 3 
can scat of no chaoge, But that which Rath 
13 My CEE OY been 


* | 
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4 5 | 

| ber the rule of our conduct towards God & our 
fellow men, and that which hath been the ground 
of our acceptance with God, is now; and that 
which is to be hath already been. And like iſe 
that the ſame virtuous exerciſes, that were re- 


1 eite in paſt ages ot the world, are required 
now. 


Fox our further i improvement of this fab} ect 
on the preſent important occaſion we ſhall ob- 
ſerve, 

I. THrar the ſcheme of Aion adminiſtration, 


Doth in its nature and requirements, is ſo ſuited 


to the capacities of men, that it is che indiſpen- 
Able duty, of all ranks of men, without diſ- 
tidctidn, cheertully to ſubmit to, and wy God 
therein, ; 
II. Trar this obedience only, can afford 
0 and laſting ſatis faction to the human 
eart. 
III. Trar this obedience.will qualify us to 


All our ſeveral ftations in life, as well in the cir- 
| it as the eccleſiaſtical kingdom, to the glory of 


God and the good of our fellow men. 
I. Trar the ſcheme of divine adminiſtration, 


both in its nature and requirements, is ſo fuiied 


to the capacities of men, that it is the indiſpen- 
üble duty, of all ranks of men, without diſ- 


tiaction, cheerfully to ſubmit 10 and obey God 
therein. 


Tur nature of divine 9 is lire its 


HH author, infinitely holy, juſt and good. Its holy 
asture is ealily ſeen, when we conſider its greac 


_ end 


. 


and and defign ; which is to aſſert the rights of 4 


the Godhead, _ invariably to vindicate truth 


and ſuppreſs, falſehood : and that in a manner. 


directly tending to the general good of being. 


Ons very conſiderable branch of divine ope= 


ration, is to be ſeen in the creation of the world: 


in which there are creatures made of different 
ranks, and their different ſtations aſſigned them, 
exactly according to their various capacies. 


_— 


As we are favored with a rank 'among the crea». . 


tures of God, what more immediately concerns 


us to know, 0 our own ſtation in the ſcale of 
being, and what is the buſineſs e us there- 18 


in. 


Tnar we are made rational creatures, N Bo 


ble of contemplating upon and exploring objects 
preſented to our view, is a truth, this teſpectable 
audience, will think it needleſs to ule auen 


to prove. 


Ir this be granted we are neceſſitated to I 
lieve, that we are capable, in ſome meaſure; to 


judge of the quality of thoſe objects; and feel 


eurielves conſciouſly eoncerned, to eſtimate them 


according to their real value. The moſt value- 
ble objects, therefore, that come within the com- 


paſs of our ſpeculation, juſtly merit our greateſt 


attention. Nor can this be eſteemed a hardſhip 


80 a rational mind, if rightly diſpoſed, Should 


ve not indeed feel ourſelves greatly injured, if e 

were prohibited contemplation, on the beſt ob- 
jects preſented to our view, and were obliged to 
all up all our ſearches and reſearches on an inte- 
_ rior good. e . nn 


— 


Cow +» 
©xx part of the buſineſs, therefore afBgred' 


ut in the ſyſtem, 30d which appears well adapt- 


ed to our capacities, is to employ our thoughts 


FE in contemplating on, and in forming a right 


judgment of thoſe glori: s perteRtions of the 


Nl Deity, which are to clear) iifeſted in his 
works. 


AwoTHrn' branch o' © mwork i is, always to 


be emplozed in loving tnoſe objects that are 


made known to us, according to their real worth. 
Tuis alſo is an eaſy yoke, well ſuited to our 


necks, That we are capable of loving object: 


of a moral nature, will hardly be denied: fer 23 
we cannot be delighted in objects that we can- 
not love, we either muſt allow that we are inca- 
pacitated for any higher enjoy ments, than thoſe' 
which are merely natural, or that we are capa- 
dle, afeftionately to embrace, the important 
ideas of holineſs and virtue, If we admit the 


Z former, then we are driven to the difagreeable 


neceſſity ot believing, that there are no objeds 
for delight, afforded us in the univerſe, but thoſe 


which our context and our own experience 


proves, to be as unflable as water, and intitely 
inſufficient, If the latter then, we muſt allow, 
that our ſupreme affection and delight, ought 


ever to be placed on that God who is the eſſence 


of all potſible excellence and glory. | 
Tux principles of common juſtice diate, chat 
every beirg ought to be loved according to their 


I real worth ; as God therefore is the ſupreme 
_ good in the univerſe, he juſtly claims cur ſu- 


preme 


—c 


« We 5 
premeaffetions, This is ſo well ſuited to ur 
capacities, that if we rove in our affections 
through all the glories of this world, we hall 
find no reſt; nothing permavent, nv ſuitable ob- 
ject for delight: untill weſay with the Plalmift, 
Return unto thy reſt, O my Soul, for the Lord bath 
dealt bountifully with thee. Plalms, ex, 7. Ian 
not inſenſible that the cavils of wicked men are 
often raiſed againſt the degree of this holy exer- 
ciſe which the divine law requires of us. Bur 
{hall I aſk, what is the extent of its requiſitions? © 7 
The Lord Jeſus defies it thus, Tou halt love » 
the Lord thy God, with all thy. beart, and with 
all thy ſoul and with all thy mind, and thy neigh-  ? 
beur as thyſelf, Matthew, xxii, 37, 39.—. 
Oa theſe two hang all the law and the pro- 
phets. This reduced to practice in heart, lip, 
and life, compriſes the whole duty of man. 

Nom can this juſtly be thought too ſevere; for 
there is nothing more required than all the heart, 
- ſoul, and mind, that is, all the faculties that are 
given. And for God to give faculties to us. ca- 
nable of virtuous exerciſes, and not require the 
uſe of them would be unjuſt, and directly mili- 
tate againſt the happineſs of his creatures. © 
As to the love required to our fellow etea- 
tures, it is to love our neighbour as ourſelves. 
This alſo is right and fit in the nature of things, 
for as ery creature ought to be loved in pto- 
portion to its real worth, in che ſcale of being; 
and as our fellow men hold the (ane rank with 
us in the ſyſtem, we.0ugitt therefore to love them» | 
21 Ourſelves, | Au ora 
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Anorurn idea implied, in this obedience te 
God, 1s an unreſerved ſubmiſſion to his ſovereign 
will, This allo is juſt and reaſonable : for a2 
wich the all-wiſe and omaiſcient Jehovah, there 
can be no poſſi le error, either in judgment or 
deſigo 3 it is infinitely fi: that he ſhould have 


che i2vercign dilpoſal of all events. 


Noa does this take any privilege from us; 
ſeciag we are cavacitated to be happy only in 4 
cheer ful obedience to him, So long as we may 
ret aſſured, that the judge of all the earth will 
do right, it can never afford us any uneaſiceſs that 
he ſhould govern, unleſs we are vowilling that 
right ſhould. take place. 

Ius leads us to ſee the neceſſity of faith in 


— God. as abocher branch of our duty to him. By 


faltb I mean, that act of the mind, by which we 
affectionately embrace, and unreſervedly rely, on 
# che-truth of God, which he has made manifet 
['F# concerning his character and will: and thoſe 
things which reſpect the relation we ſtand in to 
him, and our fellow creatures; . No other. evi- 


þ "dence is neceſſary fer the around of this faith, 


chan to be aſſured, that the dectrine propoſed 
for our belief comes from God. That we are 
capable of believing the truth upon this evid- | 
enge, will not be denied; and for finite crea- 


1 tures to call in queſtion the teſtimony of the 
| God of truth, is a erime of the firſt magnitude, 


Hence faith the apoſtle, 1 John v. 10. He ihet 


| i | believeth not God hath made him a liar, becauſe be 


| believerh not the record God gave * bit ſon. 


| 4 1 

From the whole it 3 that the nature of 
the divine government, in AM! its de mand upon 
us, is perfectly ſuited to our crpacities, and ful - 
ly ſecures all our rights to us. 

An impartial view of this made our Savieur - 
ſay, Matt. xi, 29, 30. Take my yoke-upon you and - 
 laarn of me, for my yoke is eaſy and my burden is 

kgbt. | 
is Wx cannot therefore call in queſtion the mal 
ſacred obligations that all men are under without 


diſtinction, to obey theſe divine precepts : ſeeing - 1 


it is a law that neceſſarily exiſts, in conſequence 
_ of ourrelation to God, as his creatures, and not 
arbitrarily impoſed on us, by him, 2 love 


dei. 


Br this time, 3 ne « may ian that 
the ſpeaker has forgotten the doftrine we 10 of- 
ten hear from the pulpit, viz. that mankind are. 
fallen, depraved creatures, wholly dead in treſpal- 
es and (ins. Indeed: I have not forgotten ſo 


great a truth, which is not only aſſerted by an - 


oſt le, Epheſians i ii, 1, but is always written in 


!ndelible charaRers before my eyes. But we Win I 


however to have ſkill enough to diſtinguiſh be- 
_ tween the depravity of the human heart, and 
thoſe faculties by which we are capacita:ed. 0 -- 
dey God. Tae apoſtle hath well expreſſed the i- 
dea of depravity : dead in ireſpaſſes and fins. Tais 
death theretore cannot conſiſt in reducing our 
natural faculties to a ſtate of inactivity: other-- 
_ Fils we could not be active in treſpaſſes and ſize, 
a | Deprarity 


\ 


e 4650 


: 8 Bepravity therefore, muſt reſpe& the diſpoſition 


of the heart : and the ſenſe is, that man, by his 
fall from God, has loſt his original righteouſneſs, 
and in now wholly and voluntarily oppoſed to 
virtue. 
Non can this juſtly be conſidered in the leaſt 


degree to leſſen our obligations: for it is not the 
virtue or vice that we poſſeſs, that is the bond of 


our obligation to God. Should a perſon guilty 
of treaſon againit the (tate, be brought before this 
venerable courr, and appear wilfully determin- 
ed to purſue his vio, would they judge that 


1 tha vileneſs of his diſpoſition' ſhould exculpate 


him from blame ? Would they not rather think 
that ſuch a judgment would be taking ſides with 
the criminal ? Neither can the vileneſs of our 
hearts, be any juſt excuſe for our rebellion > 


God our rightful ſovereign. 


IT may be ſaid, if men are thus guilty, how 
is it God ſpares the criminal, and continues the 
world in ite preſeat ftate ? I anſwer, only upon 


the plan of grace which reſpec̃ti the unworthy. 


This Grace however is exerciſed in a way per- 
fectly eonſonant with the divine law and yy 


/ 


Ha we ſee the neceſſity of a ber. to 


make atonement for fin, It can be thought but 
doing juſtice to the ſubject, to advert for a few 


minutes to the character and work of Chriſt at 


| mediator, 


Sr. John in the beginning of hit 80080 gives 


en the following Aer account of the =” 
acer 


ater of Chriſt. In the beginning was the word, © 
and ihe word was with God, and the word was 
God. All things were made by bim, and without 
him there was not any thing made that was made. 
And the word was made fleſh and dwelt among ut, 
and we bebeld bis glory, as the glory of the only be- 
gotten of the Father full of grace and truth. 
Fick hence we learn, that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is very God, that all created things were 
made by him, that he is of the one undivided ef- 
ſence, equal with God, and thai he became fleſh, 
or took upon him our nature; ſo that he is very 
140 as well as God : alſo that this God-man is 
al of grace and truth. Full of the deligns of 
zrace and mercy to a guilty world, and fully de- 


ſhould aſſert the truth, reſpecting the rights ot 
the Godhead, and the honors of divine law and. 
government. „ 7 
No leſs a character than this, is equal to the 


ermined to exhibit that grace in a manner that 


work of a mediator between offended juſtice, _ 


and the offending finner. As ſin is againſt an 
infinite God, there muſt be an infinite diſplay 

made of his diſapprobation of it: otherwiſe his 
character and government could not be vindica- - 


ted, The creature being finite, this diſplay 


could not be made, in the execution of penalty - . 
on the ſinner, in any bther way, than that the 
ſentence ſhould extend to an infinite duration of 
puniſhment, Henee we ſee why the ſacred |} 
_ ſcriptures threaten everlaſting puniſhment wpen. | 
e os 1 


* 


i 
1 


Lr us pavſe a moment! What mean crea- 
ture, however exalted in the ſcale of being, 


—* 


that would not bluſh to attempt the unequal _ 


taſk, of making an atonement anſwerable to the 
demands of infinite juſtice ? And ſhould we not 
all ſhrink at the thought that divinity ſhould 

change, and become a ſoffering advocate? Here 
all created intelligences are thrown into a con- 
Rernation ! condemnation to the criminal muſt- 
ſparkle in every eye! Uatil the complex char- 
ater of the God-man appears : who in his hu- 
man nature was able by his obedience, perfect- 
Iy to illuſtrate the glory, and vindicate the honors 
of the divine precepts : and by his ſuFeriog 
and death, fully to diſcloſe the divine righteouſ- 
neſs in the penal part of the law, Although 
his ſofferings were comparatively ſhort, yet the 
infinire: dignity of his perſon was ſuch, that he 
was able to bear the whole at once. In this o- 
bedience and ſuffering of Chriſt, we ſee a full 


: 8 diſplay made, of that infinite rule of right con- 


tained in the divine law; and of God's holy in- 


| - dignation againſt fin, | 


, 


Hax we ſee a way opened for God to e zer- 
eiſe grace and mercy, to the ſinner, eonſiſtent 
with the rights of juſtice, Through this atone- 
ment the Holy Ghoſt is ſent down to renew the 


| hearts of men, and bring them to acknowledge 


the rights of juſtice in repentance for ſin; and 
by faith to truſt alone in this cemplete tighteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt for juſtification, — 2 the ground 
def our acceptance with God. ESE Fr. 
ET. = THrs. 
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Tir unt i ppeat the mote online TAKE 
we conſider at the Lörd Jeſos, not only ſulfet+. 
ed and died, but that he roſe again from the 
dead; aſcended” vo on high who is ſet on the right _ Þ 
band of the throne of the majeſty in the Peas at. 2 
Heb. viii. 1. And that all judgrneat | is co 
mitted unto him, and all power both in heaven 
and earth, This gracious prince therefore, is 
become the righctul legiſlator ot the Word. 
Seaied on a throne of grace his governmeat ro 
wards us is a gracious adminiftration, Hence it | 
is the world is ſpared in its prelent ſtate, and A 4 
ſpace allowed us for tepentancte. 7 
By this, I think 'we muſt de affured of our 4 
renewed obligations to love, fear and lerve 'God, 3 
who has wade ſuch rich diſplays of nimfelf; 
both ax'a God of grace and joſtice: and. allo,” 
immediately, to repent of our fins, and believe 
the teſtimony which God hath giwen of his fon. 
Otherwiſe our crimes will be greatly augmented 
in his fight, But it is time that F haſtened: fo 
ſhew, I 
II. Twar this obidiedce oaly can afford fy 5. 
ſtantial and laſting fatisfaEtion to the hbajan 
Heart. . . 1 71 
' That object in the univerſe chat 3 is of the W 
real worth, in its own effential properties; mut 
be thought the moſt delightiul object tor our 
contemplation : if we are rightly dupoſed and | 
can have acceſs to the knowledge ot it. "of 
Tuar God is this ſupremie good, and that bs 4 
”_ revealed bimlelf co man as ſuch, we hive 4. 
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| | -\ ready noticed. And as we cannet he delt ghted 


in things that we have no knowledge of, it 8 


be eſſential to our happineſs to employ our 
thoughts in contemplating on the glories of the 


divine character. To pals this unnoticed is al- 
ways to remain ignorant of, and deſticate of de- 


ligbt in, the greateft good. 


Acaln, however much we may know of the 


qualities of an object, yet if we do not love it, 


the more we know of it the more diſagreeable 


| feelings we have; love therefore, to Thoſe excel - 


Jeneies of the * character which he has re- 


vealed, is eſſential to our bappineſs, 


Tuis leads us to obſerve, that if we know and 


| C | love God as he is, infinitely holy, juſt and goed ; 


with whom there can be no poſſible error, either 


io judgment or deſign ; we cannot be happy un- 
leis we freely refign the diſpoſal of all events into 
& his hands. And to be deprived of believing in 
| fuch a being, would be to prohibit our conki- 
dence in the ſupreme object of our delight. 


"FurTH? RMORE, he who walks in this obedi- 


wee freely chuſes God for his portion, and tte 


_ chief object of his delight. Here he has an in- 
beritance that is incorruptible, and that fadeth not 
away, Ia this he is not ſubject o diſappoint- 
ments as others are; though he may be diſap- 
poiated in creature good, yet he can {ay with the 
-.. prophet, Heb, iii, 17, 18. Although the figtree, 
"the vine, the olive, the field and the flock ſhould 

fail, yet will I rgoice in the Lord, 7 will 7 foy is * 2 
| God Y my ſalvation. oo 
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As the divine law and government contains a 
perfect rule of right, it can never operate to the 
_ Gifadvantage of any one, that is an obedient ſub- 
jet. And as it is below the dignity of a ration» | 
al conſcions mind to be happy in oppoſition to 
right, it is eaſy to ſee that a conformity to the 
divine law is eſſential to our happineſs, Indeed 
it is impoſſible for a man to be happy without 
the temper of mind that the law requites, Viz. 
love or real benevolence ; if we have not this we | 
mult be pc ſſeſſed of its oppoſite; unleſs we ad- 
wit that we can fall into a ſtate of entire indiffer. © * 
ence, and without any alf=&ionate regard to any 
being whatever, which would be to fall below 
the rank of rational creatures. 

THz oppoſite to benevolence is to ellimate our 
own happineſs, and the gratification of our own _ 
defires, above the honor of God, and the good 
of being in general, How miſerable ſuch a-per-' - 
ſon mult be! having fer vp himfſelt in appolt- 1 
tion to the divine glory and the general god of 
being, in the promotion of which all events 
mult finally terminate : every event therefore in 
the univerſe muſt neceſſarily operate agaiofi/hitm, 2 
and fill the mind with untemited contuſion: and - 
guilt : unleſs.at times (while in this World) the 
mind is amuſed, and the con{eience lull'd 1 
in the gtatification of animal ſenlatiogs. 1 

Br on the contraty, how happy is chat ſoul, — 
which glows with ſupreme love to God; and I 
with undiflembled benevolence to being! in gener 
al. And while he refs aflured* that rhe woes 
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legiſlator of the world governs in the beft man- 
ner, be delights himſelf in the ſweet employment 
of glorityiag him, and doing good to his. fellow. 
creatures, Thos, while the mind js releaſed from 
the narrow circle of leifiihnefs, it can rove in the 

extenſive fields of truth and righteouſneſs, and 
partake of the ſ weet fruits of. hoſipeſs and. vir- 

tue. 
This benevolence to being in general, myſt 
include our love in particular to thoſe ot our on 
ſgecies, with whom we are more immediately 
converſant, and to whom we are more patticular- 
Iy called to adminiſter good. And who can but 
ſee what a heaven upon earth we ſhould have, if 
chis diſpoſition was to govern in families, neigh» 
bourhoods, towns, and kingdoms. 

| AGAIN, as without repentance towards: God, 

and tan in our Lord J:ſus Chriſt, we cannot 

8 pleaſe God, this alſo. muſt be effential to our. 

eee B; repentance we turn from fin un- 

1 e and cheerfully ſubmit to his government: 

: BAU affect ionately embrace, and unreſerv- 

3 m wpabe characters, offices and work of 

10 Chrifiah; egiator, and receive his righteouſneſs, 

aste along wmagtet of our 1 : 3 

1 h-we.recciverthe. tree pardon of all our ſins, 

. of conſcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 

Inis r1ghteoulnels.is an everlaſting righteouſ- 

Y neſs; chat which man had in his firſt ſtate was 

no fo, That righteovineſs he deftrezed by diſe. 

obedience. If we indeed were to be ſec back a+. 

N |. gain upon the ſoot of creature * eee it 
| : wou 
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would. nos: be fit chat an abſolute promiſg.of ejer-, 
= life ſhould be made us upgn it: for wa. 
might deſtroy it again by fio, and become un- 
righteous. Bot this.righteouſneſs, compleated 
by a_redeemer, will everlaſtingly ſecure the han- 
org of infinite juſtice, while grace. is diſplayed. in 
Qur redemption and juſiification, We lee there 
fore, that here is a permanent foundation for hops 
and delight. | 

FurTHER, to. inuſttate, that our bappioefs,i is. 


connected with obedience to God, we may ob- 
ſetve, that it ugites us with, and engages us id, 
the lame cauſe that God himſelf, the holy angela, 


the gtarified..ſpirits in heaven, and all the virtue; 
dus on earth are engaged io. The cauſe I mean 
is that of truth and righteouſneſs, if therefore 
we ate heattily engaged in this cauſe, we ate in 
fellowſhip and agreement with them. 
may reſt aſſured of the divine approbatign, 
proteRion, 
fices of angels, as miniſtering (pills 


to miniſter for them who ſhall be beirs of - la 


Ia this aiſo, we ſhall erjoy the, prag Sr, N. 


ſaints uppn earth, and the good withes of i 
heaven. Ca may lay. 2 Wierer he 


Uh, 


victims: to aivine judge, in the end, 


admit, that God, at laſt, will luffet A 


come a prey to vice, ang.truth.to-talſhood. We 
com oblerye, III. 5 
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ul. Trav this obedience wil qualify us, to 

gl our ſeveral ſtations in lite, as well in the civil 
85 the eccleſiaſtical kingdom, to the glory of 
God and the good of our fellow men. 
Rienr views of God and his government, 
gives us right ideas of holineſs, truth, righſecuſ- 
| neſs and juſtice, adminiſtered according to the 
true principles of benevolence. That theſe are 
the prineiples on which all governments ought 
to be adminiſtered, will not be denied. That a 
competent degree of knowledge therefore, in this 
divine ſy tem, is needſul in order to the right ad- 
miniſttation of government, is equally obvious, 
If then we have ſo filled up eur learches and te- 
ſeaches, as to have obtained a good degree of ac- 
| quainitance with this infinitely perfect ſyſtem, it 
Will follow that we have acquired one very im- 
_Portane qualification, to de uſeful either in 


3 beide contrary, to remain ignorant of 
=. things always to remain ignorant of what is 
_ righty 40 conſequently not qualified to do right. 
g * Sock N as this is the cauſe why ſome men 

J ©: 1080 be fragt in places of 'pub- 


1 If alated from pecuniary mo- 
ings yes, they * fuß important ſtations 
ds sorant of the great buſineſs they under- 
— without any proper concern, either 
"for glory of God, or the good of ſociety. 


| ITE parable of Jothaw, as in Judges, gth 
chapter, gives a juſt portrait of Toe b 3 
1 | 6 or 
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tor while a becoming diffidence poſſeſſed the. 
minds of thoſe worthy characters, Who may 
fitly be compared to the olive, the figtree and 
the vine; yet the bramble, not only pn {eb} of 
thuſe ſweet fruits ſo uſeful to mankind, but are 


full of pricking thorns, was ready to accept the 
office of ruler over the trees. Brambles indeed 


are ſuch ſelfiſh rulers ! and experience often 


makes good he prophet's words: The beſt of 
them is as a brier, and the moſt upright 1s harp- 
er than a thorn hedge. Micah vii, 4. | 


Bor thoſe, whole real merit brings them to | 
poſts of honor, feel ſenſible that they have need 


of wiſdom and prudence, need to ponder the 
paths of their feet, that they might ſo ſteer. the 


helm. of government, as to run clear of thoſe. fa. 23 


tal bars, that always lie in the narrow gull of a 
wicked and ſelfiſh adminiſtration, . 1 
Bur knowledge only will not complete a vite "I 

tuous character; love alſo to the truth ge know 
is an eſſential qualificatipn : for as Wwe are gener 


ally governed by the ſupreme object of aur + 


light, we ſhal) never make it our chick, De 4 


to fill our ſeveral ſtations among meh, I, in rol 
formity to the divine charaAer at Fill, I 
he has our ſupreme. affect ions, F o not fay 1 
that an unregenetate man, Or one he Has * 5 
true love to God, may be uſeful in civil locieryg” 

and do many noble things, both in the egi 
tive andexeeutive departments, or that he may 
not do 8 in the martial 1 and in many 
dther reſpeRs, 1 * 


{ a CY . 4 


C. 


Wiiero men ade not only often reſtrained, 
by the all powerful influence of Fehovih; from 
thoſe victous acts, which would be Hurtful to ſo- 
ciety; but are ſometimes influenced, contfary to 


the generał bias ot their minds, to do things that 
are for the general good. But this by no means 
atguer, tfrat "we ſhoufd tempt God. by filling the 

important places of public 'trofſt wi. b Wickel 
men. Neither does it argue, but that the truſy 


virtuous miad is the beſt qualified to ferve the 
public. 


War ſhould we have left of a truly pa- 
triotic character, is we ſubtract from it all ove 
to the perfect rule of right, and the general good 
of the people ? He might indeed have great na- 
tural powers, and large acquited abilities, an ea- 


ſy powerful and pathetic addreſs z but does ut 


love to uſe them for the general good of ſociety. 
We cannot but fear the conſequences of promot- 
ii fuch u character. But when we ſee 4 man 
put into vifice, who poſſeſſes a teal ſpirit' of pa- 
triotiſm, it n with pleaſure” that we anticipate 
the happineſs we expect to enjoy untiet” his ad- 
miniſtration, as a miniſter of God for good to the 
| people. 
Sun trio to divine fovereigaty,” is alſo a 
vietut qualification for: men intrufted with the af- 


F fairs of ſtare; otherwiſe' in the mot trying and 
mW — critical encdmſtances 'of government, hei is lia- 


bie to be thrown into anxiety and contuſion: 


| - Which will unfit him for 'thofte manly exerciſes 


which the important duties of his ſtation call 
for, in ſo inteteſting a period. As 


— 
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As the character, offices and work of Chriſt, 
gives us the. greateſt and richeſt diſplay of the 
divine chatactet and government; we can hut 
think that faith in him, is at lealt a very uſe- 
ful qual fication for a civil officer. Without 
this it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: becavſe if we 
do not believe God, we do not put confidence 
in, nor rely on his teſtimony, but practically fay' 4 
that he is a liar, which can be thought no lels 2 
than an inſult upon his INFINITE MAJESTY. _. 
Wr may not expect theretore than an uabe- 
liever will ever act from the principles of true be- 
nevolence, in any thing that be does. Bur 
more eſpecially we cannot expect it, from thoſe | 
who are ſo loſt to all virtue, as to openly treat the 
charaQer, cfiices, and work of Chriſt, as medi- 
ator, with contempt. Especially when we chn- 
fider them ſo hatdened in fin,-as t rile in oppes 
ſition co the teſtimony of God the Father, Son 
and Spirit; and in oppoſition to the teſtie 
mony of angels, of prophets, apoſtles; aqd” 
all che ſaints in every age of the world ; alſo - 
gainſt the miraculous operations. of the | Holy 
Ghoſt, to conficm the divine miſſion ot Chriſt, 
and his apoſtles; and agaiaft all the corroborate. 
ing teſtimonies of divine e in aimeſt 


every age of the world, _ _ SAY | 
1 bo not ſay, indeed, but that even thoſe in=' I 


fidels, (under the reſtraints before mentioned) 
may do many things that may be tor the public 
good. Yer I think that we cannot deny, but 
that * truly rirtuous and dene vglent! mind in bet. 


D ter 
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ter qualified to manage the great affairs of gov⸗ 
era ment, on which the general good ſo much de- 
pends. | | | 
_ Acain it is eaſy for an unprejudiced mind to 
ſee, that the temper and practice inculcated by 
the goſpel of Chriſt, is eſſeatial to the good of 
ſociety, viz. love to God and man, ſubjection to 
the divine will, faith in the ſyſtem of righteoul- 
neſs and truth: alſo meeknels and humility, 
calmneſs and patience,a defire to forgive injuries, 
and to do by others as we would that they ſhould 
de by us. Thele things if reduced to practice, 
will make the child obedient to his parents, the 
parent to bring up his children in the purture 
and admonition of the Lord; and makes the 
ſubjects yield all due ſubmiſſion to magiſtracy as 
an ordinance of God : and the magiſtrate to fill 
his important ftation, as a miniſter of God for 
good to the people. And who will ſay that 
"theſe are not excellent qualifications for a civil 
officer. 5 5 f 
Ir is objefted, that in many inſtances, thoſe 
rulers who have made the higheſt profeſſion of 
the chriſtian religion, have been the moſt ty ran- 
ical and cruel, 

Tris I will not undertake to deny, but it is 
Kowever to be remembered, that a profeſſion on- 
ly of religion, is very different trom the real 
poſſeſſion of it in heart and practice. Had thoſe 
antichtiſt ian rulers (as I muſt call them) have 
been as much concerned to be governed by reli- 
gion, as they were to govern i# by the civil 

| iword, - 
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ſword, they would never have invaded the faered 
rights of conſcience in the manner they did, But 
making religion a mere engine of (tate policy, 
and ſetting up its miniſters to be ſupported by 
the civil arm; their office ſoon became a place 
of worldly honor and profit. This occaſioned. 
perſons of ſuperior advantages in life, merely 
from pecuniary views, to invade the ſacred of- 
fice. And what was the event but a ſcene of 
horrid prieftcrafr, attended with pernicious conſe- 

uences. This I think however, is ſo far from 
any juſt object ion, that it rather argues the ne- 
ceſſity of pious and chriſtian rulers, Such in- 
deed, as have ſo ſacred a regard for the rights 
and liberties of the people, both civil and re- 
ligous, as that they will ſeek to pteſe: ve them 
inviolate. 1 | | 


% 


I am tar from wiſhing to have America i- 


volved in the great error of blending the gov- 
ernment of church and ſtate together. But 1 
heartily wiſh that all her rulers may be truly 
virtuovs, and fuch as ſhall rule in the fear of 
- Goo: | | 
 Tmein ſuperior influence anong men argues 
the neceſſity of it, their examples have great in- 
fluence vpon the common people. One vicious. 
magiſtrate will do more towards corrupting the 
morals of the people, and lefſening the energy of if 
government, than ten others, Such is the depra- 
vity ot man, that we ſhall ſcarce ever find a magit- 
trate that is openly vile, but he has a number 
around bim, that are glad to follow his perniciovs.. 
examples; 
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| exam ples; and ev ſuch magiſtrates may 


do good in ſome things, yet the hurt they do e- 


ventvally, far exceeds all the benefit we receive 


from them. 
In nature of a republican government, is a- 
nother argument why virtue ſhould be conſider- 


ed as a neceſſary qualification for a civil ruler, 
It is 0bſerved by an ingenious author, that in 


qeſpotic governments, the force of education is 


to inculcate fear; in morarchal governments, to 
inculcate honor; &i in republican governments to 


inculcate virtue.” This is true, for virtue is the 
baſis of a free and republican government. 
Inis virtue in the people principally conſiſts i in 
three things. 1ſt. In forming a conſtitution that 
is a proper baſis for a virtuous government. ad. 
bg chooſing virtuous rulers to adminiſter upon 
t. 39. In a cheerful ſubmiſſion to their righte- 
We adminiftration. But this golden chain is at 
once broken, unleſs we admit that virtue is a ne- 
ce ſſarv qualification for a civil ruler. | 
From the whole it appears that the more we 
are conformed to the unchanging, and perfect 
rule of righteouſneſs, the more ſol d aod ſub- 
ſtantial happineſs we have, and the better we are 
Yon} (fied to do good to others. What remains 
therefore i i8 ſome reflections in ſuitable addreſſ- 


Oun chief ee juſtly claims our firſt 
attention, 125 
May it plea ſe your excellency, | 
Ir is with plealure we behold you as God's 
miniſter _ 


D 
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Le 800. to this great and growing 
people: your often and repeated election to the 


- higheſt ſeat in this commonwealth, gives d the 


greateſt aſſurance of the love and confidence of 
the people. May it ever be with grateful c- 


knowledgements, that we as a people reflect un 


the goodneſs of our God, that has raiſed up one 
from amongſt us, of our brethren, who was - 


ble and willing to take us by the hand in our. in- 1 


fancy and weakneſs, and ſafely lead us forth in- 
to the brilliant fields of liberty, peace, and 
good government; until we have juſtly merited 
the approbation and eſteem of our ſiſter ſtates, } 
and are accounted worthy to hold a feat in the F 
_ goveinment of the great and growing empire of 
America. . | . 133 
. Mar it ill pleaſe the great benefactor of the 

world, to ſcatter light in your paths, and ſafely 


conduct you through the many difficulties that 


attend the important ſtation, that God and your 
brethren have called you to. We can affure 
you our moſt fervent prayers, that you may 
be ſpcceeded in all your efforts to promote the- 
general good of the ſtate; and in giving nrop- 
er energy to government, | Y if 
Lou x excellency is ſenſible that while ou 
have the approbation and eſteem of your breth= Ao 
ren, it is of the laſt importance, that all the fer= 
vices done to your country, ate done from ſuch 
motives, as will meet the approbation of him, 
who is the great fea: cher of all hearts, and be- 
fore whom all ranks of men muſt appear to 
| es gire 


63600 
give an account of the deeds done in the bo- 
Serre EXAMINATION well becomes one who 
fills the chair of ſtate, A wrong temper of mind 
ſeldom fails to miſguide the judgment ; the con- 
ſequenees of which are the more fatal, in propor- 
tion to the truſt repoſed in us. A miſtake i in the 
bhelmſman often proves fatal, both to the ſhip and 
all on board. The wiſe magiſtrate therefore, 
will examine his own heart, and will aſcend the 
throne of rower with the prayer of the pſalm- 
iſt, Search me O God and kniw my heart ; try 
2me and know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
laſting. 
For one who fills the chair of ſtate, to hve 
the motives of his aRions, encloſed in the dole- 
ful dungeon of ſelfiſhneſs and pride, in which 
there is no light, for right judging of matters, 
but what forces its way through the dreary 
grates of a ſtifld conſcience, is far below the 
dignity of his ſtation. And to die in ſuch a ſtate, 
is to go from a throne of power, and ſeat of 
judgment on earth, to be judged as a guilty 
criminal, at the bar of almighty God, | 
Bur on the contrary, it his eye is ſingle to 
the glory of God, his whole body is full of light, 
and his patriotic breaſt will glow with deſire for 
the general good of his ſubjects z who are mace to 
\ rejoice under his faithful adminiſtration, Your 
| excellency, therefore, will feel the importance of 
W vcjng perſonally virtuous in heart, lip and life; 
* otherwiſe 
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ether wiſe your ſacred office, of fo much conſe⸗ 
quence to the ftate, will not appear with that re- 
al importance which it deſerves, and which is ne- 
eeſſary to give proper energy to government. 
| May the Lord grant you grace and wiſdom, 
to fill the important ſtation you hold, to his glo- 
ry and the people's good. That you at laſt may 
cloſe a life of long uſefulneſs here, with the ap- 
probation of him, by whom kiogs dene and 
princes decree juſtice. | 
SHALL I be indulged, while 1 include your ex- 
cellency in an addreſs to his honor the lieutenant 
governor, the honorable council, and houſe of 
repreſentatives. 
VENERABLE AND RESPEQTFUL RULERS, 
You are this day, by the free ſuffrages ot your 
| brethren, veſted with the full power of legiſlation 
for a great and growing people : the oath of God 
is upon you, to maintain the ſacred principles of 
our conſtitution, You have bound yourſelves, 
by all that is ſacred, to the faithful diſcharge of 
your office. In addition to your oath you will 
feel the ſacred injun&ions of the divine law, 
waich muſt neeeſſarily exiſt as long as truth re- 
mains ſacred, 
THis law of love to God _ man, is efſential 
to a truly patriotic charadter. It becomes you 
therefore, as men, as Citizens, and eſpecially as 
rulers, to examine your own hearts, whether you 
have true evangelical repentance towards God, 
and that faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt chat 
works by love ang puriicy the heart, Be aſſur- 


8 ed, 
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T6 ed, venerable irs, that without this, althovy ah 
BY you may do many things that may be of public 
utiliey ; ver they will not be done from ſuch mos 


Judge of all hearts. 

Your honors will alſo feel ſenſible, that your 
own importance as rulers, the good of ſociety, 
wd che energy of our excellent government, 
much depends on your 85 cloathed with ptac- 
_ tical piety. 

Fox thofe who are' concerned in enacting laws, 


neighbours; or in any other way to injure-their 
tellow cicizens, in perſon, name or eſtate ; is in 


made are not worthy to be regarded: which can 
never fail to leſſen the energy of government. 


of injuries done him; and have all his language 
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ot feaſs Roads hit a rough profatie way of 
| | rating 


tives, as will meet tte git: of the great 


ſuirable for the regulation of our conduct in eiv- 
il life, to be guilty: of wronging their eteditors, 
by keeping them out of their juſt dves, or by 
over reaching, cheating and defrauding their 


fact practically to fay, that the laws chey have- 


A vis magiſtfate will ſet a conſtant guard 
over the words of his mouth; that with a becom 
ing moderation, he may expreſs his reſentment. 


ſuch as hall tend to preveot others from an un- 

W civil, profane way of creating their fellow eiti- 
ens. A magiſtrate that is rough and profane 1 in 
bis language, is 4 monſtrous character. He is 
not civil himſelf, and we cannot expect but that- 
the practice, at leaſt, will do hurt in the commu- 
nity. He is not che gentleman, for any perſon 
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clown than a 8 Can 1 luppoſe myſelf 
in danger; of. givin 
think, chat, ſo ceſp 
called 0 eg 


eftable. 2 | | 
will, thiok, me too ſevere. in 


cenſi ring ſo gieat aa evil; eſpecially ſeeing 1 it fo. 4 g 


| much pfeuaila in gur land at the preſent day. 
WIV, your children, ſhall. Iook up to you as 
our political father, that all, thoſe officers who. - 


come vader; tbe direction of. your wiſdom,to ap- 4 | 


point, will be;ſuch charaRerg, as ſhall do honor 
to their. office. Such as are men of integrity and. 
vprightneſs. Such a8-ſbal}. make conicience. of: 
_ Executing. the law, on offenders, and ſuch whoſe: 
examples ſhall give energy to government. 127 
Tux inſtitumogef leaning. is af greet. canſe- 
quence to, f free, peaple.-. Grateful-acknowledge-: 
ments are juſtly,due to our wile legiſlators, whole... 
libers}, and-triendly exertions bas given: lo carig 


treating: mankind, better 1 the ebatacter of. 1 


offence 2 No, 1 cannot J 4 
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ſtate, The tender mother of this promiſing in 


fant, will neyer forget het ſucking child, but will: + | 


nouriſh ang cheriſh; it; from. hom be Way, 
jolly. expert protettion and aner het nen ; 


; WM, 


vos aide at all times, is a matter. between: 
od and individuals, your honors. will-never _ 


think it within the limits of your legiſlation, 10 


dictate the conſcience of a.fingle individual. The | 


uochangeable law of righreouineſs, forbids us io. 
delegate ſuch a power to any Man, or body 3. - 


a birth to an inſtuution of this kind, in this e 92 
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men, either in ehurch or ſtate. I do not with 
however, to countenance thoſe, who through fear 


ence adds weight to his ſentiments; 


rels among the people. 7 8 


of religious tyranny deſpiſe good order in ſocie-- 
ty, and reject thoſe friendly aids to the cauſe of 
our holy religion, which may juſtly be expected 
from our political fathers. Neither would 1 wiſh 


to be found with thoſe, who wiſh for religious eſ- 


tabliſnments by law; which never fail of perni- 


 cious conſequences both to church and flate. 


As a man, it is the duty of a magiſtrate, to 


| befriend the cauſe of religion in the profeſſion 


and practice of it. As the head of a family he 


ſhould maintaia family worſhip, and bring up 


his 0 = Ip in the nurture and admonition- ot | 
the Lord. | n e TRIES 
Prat c me here to ;intriacy the wits of an 
ingenuous author“, whoſe learning: and experi- 
„At A ma- 

giſtrate he ſhould be a nurſing! father to the 


church of Chtiſt, by protecting all the peacea- 


ble mem bers of it, from injury on account of re- 


ligion; and by ſecuring to them the uninter- 


rupted enjoyment of equal religious liberty.“ 


And after obſerving the neceſſity of union in the 


ſtate, he adds, On the other hand, if the ma- 
giſt tate deftroys the equality of the ſubje&s of 
the ſtate on account of religion, he violates a 
tundamental principle of a free government; eſ- 
tabliſhes a ſeperate intereſt in it, and lays a foun · 
dation for diſaffection to rulets, and 89325 hard 
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Tuis however, by no means prohibits ile ci. 
hw magiſtrate from enacting thoſe laws that ſhall | 
enforce the obſervance. of thoſe precepts in the 
chriſtian religion, the violation of which is 8 
breach of the civil peace; viz. ſuch as forbid | 
murder, theft, adyltery, falſe witneſs, and injur- 
ing our neighbour, either in perſon, name, or eſ- 
tate. And among others, that of obſerving the 4 

Sabbath; ſhould be enforced by the civil power. 

Otherwiſe, thoſe irreligious perſans who are ſo Þ 

loſt: co virtue, as neither to regard divine wor- 

ſhip, nor the time appointed for it, will not oni 
interrupt us, by coming to our houſes in our ab- 
ſence, and drawing off our children from god 
order and family government, but will allo. in 
attending to their worlidiy buſineſs, diſturb us in 
- the hours of our molt ſolemn devotions to Gd. 

And this is not all, but tyrannical and cruel © | 

maſters: will be allowed to ſubject their ſervants. Þ 

to a conſtant ſeties of labour, without proper i! 

time to reſt, or attend to the important concerns 

of a future world. One reaſon given by Moſes 
for keeping the Sabbath, was, that thy man ſer- 
tho and thy eee may thaw as well a | 
nOY, HHH ET 

As to łhe aid a6 the 8 power to force men 

10 lupport goſpel miniſters, I humbly. conceive | 

that it nevet᷑ can be neceſſary. This they will do 

treely, unleſs it is contrary either to their con- 
ſciences, or wills; if contrary to their conſci- 

ences, 3 them is the worſt of tyranny, if S 
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t; Eontrary'to)! heir wills, like Piter's ſword: it Cuts 
off the ear, and fills the wind wich prejudice” a. 
gainſt both tlie doctrintd and the pfeachet, aud of 
dcCoorſe does hurt to the cauſe of religion. All 
_— fuch as are friends to religion, are heartily wil- 
ling to comply with thoſe plain injunctions of 
heaven, that require the honorable ſupport of 
goſpel miniſters, 7 And if we would make them 
religious that are not, it is à poor way firſt tb 
164 defet them by - cutting their purſe-Rrings with 
ide civil fword, which lays a fatal bar againſt 
my dur having acceſs to theit conſciences afterwards. 
Id appears cherefote, that as religion is a benefit 
e weſety that forcing men to ſupport its min- 
iſters, is à damage both to church and ſtate. 
. MAV. he great legiſlator of che world honor 
you with his divine preſence: and bleſſing, and 
preſide over you in alliyour deliberations: that 
the people may rejoice under your; wiſe and vir- 
tudus adminiſtration, andi you be ſo happy atlaſt 
as to meer the apptobation ot hm,; who ig king 
of kings, ond lord of lords. rn. . ie 
"SHALL I be allowed a few Nee to his re- 
. ſpeQable audience in gener], 21 1 
FrienDs AND FELLOW aa „ 
| Tun the infinite poodnels of God, we as | 
|. bodies of America, enjo) the precigus jewel ß „ 
WE liberty, which is of more worth than mountains — = 
of gold. How doth it become us to adore ang 
plraiſe that God who has exalted us in privileges. 


ove wy ber nation in the h If we 
| | would 


« 37 ) F 


would have theſe bleſſiags perpetuited to ut, „4 
us ine it our chief concern to walk: worthy, of 
them Let us examine our own hearts, whether 
we love the perfect ſyſtem of the divine govetns 
ment, and delight in ſubjection to it. The more 
we ars ſubjected to this perfect rule of right, the 
better we ſhall be qualified to perform the vati- 
ous duties we owe to God and our fellow men. 


Li 


Bur if we live * die enemies to God, W 


wicked works, although we may here enjoy na- 


tural liberty, yet we muſt go at laſt to the dread» 
ful confines of eteroal darknels and deſpair. But 


if we live the life we now 1liv&in the fleſh, by the 
faith of the Son of God, we ſhall receive that 
grace, through his worthineſs, whereby we may - 


perſevere in well ** unto eternal life and * 
mY abore. 


Lzr us then ftrive to fill up our remaining. 
moments, in love to God and man, and in ſubjec- 
tion to the examples and precepts of our divine 
redeemer. And as virtue is of ſo great neceſſity 


for civil rulers, let us not ſacrifice our country 


and privileges, either by inatientien to whom we 


ele, from one time to another, to rule over us, 


or by knowingly appointing ſuch as have not 23 
regard to religion and virtue. Let us allo * 
due ſubmiſſion to magiſttacy as an ordinance ot 
God. Rendering honor to whom honor is due — 


and fear to hm fear, 2 N 
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